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Kaﬁtous’vn otV atBovoo ovoréyemy, oto Oxved twv Acaoivoy,
N Zehéwva Zapviodiev €yelpe otV TAATY TS RaEXAOS TNG. «Elvou
TEQUOUEVES TECOEQLS TO ENUEQMULY, E(TTE GTTMS E0TOMVE TIS TTUY M-
O€LC TNG TTOPYPUONC, UETAEWTNG QOUTTOS THS RO OTOVQWVE TA YUUVA
7OdL0L TS ®ATW 0TT6 TO EVAWVO TOTECL. «EAmtiCm va unv xovpainon-
HOUE €W TTEQQ AOLRO».

«Av dev elyec Eevuytioel drofdlovrog, umoel xan vo unv oovy
TOO0 ROVQOOUEVT)», ATTORQION®E ATATOUA O VEAQOS VTS TOV KOOO-
Tav amEvavit Tg. Agv Tov €d0m0E ONUACTO: TOQATHONOE TOUS AALOVS
TEOOEQLS OVOQMITOVS TTOV £V OVYREVTOWOEL 0TOV VITGYELO BAAOO.

‘Ohol Tovg AvTeEeg, OAOL TOUS UEYAAITEQOL TNG OTA YOAVLA, OLOL
TOUG ArtPSHVOL VO CUVAVTHOOUV TNV cvoth o1 patid . “Eva piyog
7ov dev elye oyéon e To eVUOTA 0TO dMUATLO OLETOEEE T QOY(ORO-
rald e. "Etol 6mmg oxdle o meQLmotuévo vioyLo tg, N ZeA€L-
VoL OOVTLOE VO dDOEL OTA YAQOUXTNQELOTIXA TOV TTQOOMITOV THS OVHE-
t€00 Vog. OL TEVTE 0000 IVOL TOV ey oVYAEVTOWOEL YUoW 0td TO
TOATECL —OVUTEQLAALUPAVOUEVNC AL TNG (OLOG— TOY TTEVTE OTTO TOVG
TLEOV EUTLOTOVS OVVTRAPOUS TOV Apoovustev Xeugh.

H ovvavimon avt yrav 1o diymwg dhho onuovtiri. H Zehéwva 1o
elye aviiMnOel avTtd amd ™ otryun Tov N vneétola PAABnKe va
Boovtdel TV TOETA TG, INTOVTOS TNG ETMTOARTIRG VO ROTEPEL OTNV
atBovoa xot vo unv ueL o otov ®6mo va vruBel. ‘Otav og vahov-
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16 SARAH J. MAAS

oe 0 Apoouvuev, dev Tov dpnves va mepuével. Euvtuywg, To govya
7OV POEOVOE GTOV UtVo TS 1jtav €Eloov Bovpdolo 660 M YROQVTO-
QOUTTOL TTOV ELYE YLOL TOV EVTTVLO TNG... ®OL 0%eDOV eElooV amoLpr]. Ko
TLAM, TO VoL elvol OeRAEEL YOOV O€ €Va dMUATLO PE AVTQES TV XA
VE VO €XEL TOV VOU TNG, OTE VO OOUTAEL TN QOuTa TGS ®Aetoty. H
OUOQYLA TNG ALTTOTELOVOE GITAO —TO OO0 PEAOVTLLE VAL RQATA OROVL-
OUEVO—, Oumg wropovoe apdhinha vo artoderytet advvauio.

O Apoovumev Xeuéh, o faothds twv Acaoivov, xaddtav yoha-
00¢ 0TV ®EPAA TOV TOOTELLOU, £TOL TOV TOL RALOTOVEEOVOO pohALd
TOV AapumtvoLlay 070 Qg TOoV ATAmve 0 Yudivog molvélarog. Ta
QONUEVLAL LATLOL TOV OLOLOTOVQMONHOY e Ta dLKE TG RO CUVOPQUM-
Onue. Mmogel va €ptarye amhidg 1) TEQUOUEVY OO, UGS 1) ZEAELVOL
Ba €malpve 6pro Tws 0 LEVTOEAcS TS €notate yhoudtepog am’ 6,tL
ovviBwg. To otoudy Tng opiyTnxe.

«O I'mpéynoptl ovveMipON», avarolivinoe teMrd 0 AQOOUUTEV.
MdMota, £€ToL €ENYoUvVTay 1) Tovoio evog avBQ®ITou oo oty T
ovoreyn. «H amwootor tov amodelytnre mayida. Avtn T otryun ei-
VoL RQOTOUUEVOS OTO BALOLARA UTTOVVTQOUULOLY.

H Zehéwva avaotévage. Ma, YU avtd v elyav EUvi|oeL peg oty
ayoto viyto,; Xtomnoe eVoyAUEVY TV TavTOQAa Th Tdvem 0TO LaQ-
udpwo ddmedo. «Tote fdle Vo TOV OROTWOOOVV».

“Etou w aladg, o Ton axdvevtog e fjtav o Mrpéyropt. Otav
NTav OExA XOOVIV ®OQITOL, £lye OWOEL EVAL CAROVAAKL LE KOQAUENES
070 GAOYGS TOV, %L EXEIVOC TNG El)E EXOPEVOOVIOEL EVaL naryaioL, onua-
devovtog 1o ne@di . To pnayaiorn Zehéwva to elye TAOEL OTOV CLé-
00, TEOPOAVAG, %L OO TOTE 0 ['REEYROQL ROVPALOVOE EXEIVT TNV OV-
M 070 WA YoUAS TOV 0oV TO XOQITOL TOV TO ETECTOEYE UE TOV (OLO
TGO, TOAVUOTICOVTAS TOV.

«Na... orotdoovue Tov ['nEEyroQL» QMTNOE EMTORTIRAG O ZOU, O
VEAQOGS AVTEOS TOV ®OBFTOY 0T’ 0ELOTEQH TOV AQOOVNTTEY, 0T OF-
on wov ovviBwg xataldupave o0 Mmev, 0 EUTLOTOS TOU AQOOVNITEY.
H ZeléwvoiEepe mao oAl xahd T yvaiun etyxe yio xeivn o Zau Kopt-
Aavt. To NEepe am’ dtav Htav ardun wordid oL dvo Tovg, 4TavV O
AQOOVUITEV TNV EPEQE OTO OYVQEO ROL TNV EXOLOE —EREIVT] RAL OYL TOV
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H AEIIAA THY ASASINOY 17

Sop— 1EooTaTEVOUEVN %ot dLAdOYO Tov. AuTo dev elye eumodioel Tov
Sau va tpoorabel va vtoordpel T BEom g o ndBe gvrarpio. Ko
TOQO, 0T OEXOEPTA TOV, 0 Zap eEaxorovBovoe vo eivor Evay x00-
VO UEYOAUTEQOS TNG KL VO, OXOAWVEL OTO YEYOVOS Tws o epyOTOY
mavta devtepog.

H Zehéwva evoyhiOnue prEmovtag tov o va xdbetal ot B€om
tov Mmev. To mBavdtepo ftav twg o Mmev Ba noouidwve Tov Zou
uoMg eugpavitotoy oty aibovoa. @a propovoe, BEHara, vo Tov yd-
AEL TG TOV HOTTO RO VO, TOV RAQUIMOEL 1 (dLaL.

"Eotpeye 1o fAéupa tng otov Agoovumev. AMBea, yiati dev &l-
¥€ €M EeL ovtdg Tov Sapu mov xabdtav ot B€on tov Mmev; To
TEAOWITO TOV AQOOUVUITTEV, YONTEVTIXO OUOUY TTOLQA TLS ALONUEVLEG TTL-
veMEg oV elyav 0QYIOEL VO XAVOUY TNV EUPAVLOT] TOUS OVAUECH OTO
noAld tov, tapépeve aveérgpoaoto. H Zehéwva ameyBavitav exeivo
TO WVOTHQLO TOOMITELD, LOIMG OTAY TO VO, EALEYYEL TIG ORES TNC EX-
POAOELS —XOLL T VEVQO— TTOLQEUEVE ROUUATAXL OUOHOAO.

«Eqpdoov o I'npéyropt avyuohmtiotre», elme ) Zeréwva voryeht-
%A, OTTWG ATOUARQUVE (et TOVPOL ATTO T LOKQLA YQUOOLPEVLAL (LOLA-
MA NG, «TATE TO TEWTOROAMAO EIVaL TTAG: OTEAVOUUE HATOLOV UOLO-
TEVOUEVO VO TOV QiEEL ®dTL 0T0 oryNTo. Timoto emaddUVO», drevroi-
VIO€, #00MS OL AVTOES YUQM TNG Oy yovTay. «OC0 XOELATETOL YLOL VOL
TOV TEOAAoVUE TEOTOU REMONOT|OEL».

ITodryuo to omoio o I'np€yropt ndAhota Bo nropovoe Vo ®AVEL,
epOoov Polordtav ota facthnd urovvigovuta. Ot TeEQLOCOTEQOL
eyrAnuaties mov odnyovviay exel vdtw dev Efyorvay moté. Tovhd-
yrotov Syt Covtavol. Ko Gy o€ »atdotoon mov vo. ovoryvaoitovtay.

H tomoBeoio tov Oyveot twv ACOoivov TAQEUEVE HVOTIRO ETTTOL-
OPEAYLOTO, LUOTLXO TO OTTOL0 N ZeA€va elye eXTALOEVTEL VO TQOOTA-
TEPEL UEYOL TNV TEAEVTOLO TNG Avdoa. ‘Opmg, OxOUa %L 0V SEV TOL RO
TAPEQVE, 1TaV AiBovo Vo TLOTEYPEL OTTOLOOINTOTE TS EVAL ROMPO
QQYOVTLHG O€ Lol AXQMS EVUTTOANTTTY YELTOVLA TOV PigpTyohvt ity 1
Bdon uepmwv amo Tovg 0TOVdULGTEQOVS QLOACIVOUS O OAORANQO
TOV ®O0WUO. YQYE, AAAMOTE, ROAITEQN RHQUPDVO AT’ G,TL HOTALUE-
01¢ NG TEWTEVOVOUC;
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18 SARAH J. MAAS

«Ku av €yeL nehondnjoel 0M;» avtétetve o Zap.

«Av TEOAAPE TO TOVAARL PG VO RELOMOOEL», OtonQIBN®E OTd-
QaYOL EXEIVY, «TOTE Va (AE Rl GAOVS O00L TOV drovoov». Ta naota-
VA (LATLOL TOV 2o AoTEAPaY £TOL OTTMS TOV XOLUOYEANOE, TTOUQOAUEVO-
VTOG OQLyuEva ue tToomo mov Eepe 4Tl tov exvevplle. H Zeléwva
0T1edpNxRE 0TOV Agoouvumev. « Oumg O xoeLaloTo vo nog ®ovoin-
OeLg €M 1AT YLOL VO TAQELS AUTH TNV ATtOQoo. Tnv evioly Ty €xelg
doeL 10, €tol dev eivan;»

O Apoovusev €yveye raTaQoTHd, VM Ta YEIAN TOV oynudTiCo
uat Aertyy yoouuy. O Zap doyrmOnxre yia vo un QEQEL avTiponom, %t
€0tpee 10 PAEUIA TOV TEOG TO TLAXL, OlmTho 0TO TEATELL, OTA ®OV-
To0VQO OV ToLToipLlav exel. O pAdyes ahhov @dOTILaY ®L 0ALOT
oxtalav tig Aeleg, ®OUPES YOUUUES TOV TEOOMITOV TOV, OLAYQA(O-
VTOG £V TTROOMITO TTOV, OTTMS El)E 0rOVOEL T ZeMEva va AEVe, Ba uito-
povoe va Tov elye eEaopaiioel oAGnAnEn TEQLOVOIN, OV EIYE ORO-
LovBnoel ta friporto Thg uUnTéag Tov. ‘Opme n unTéea Tov Za, TQo-
o0 meBAVEL, £(XE TQOTUNOEL VO TOV EUTLOTEVTEL OTOVS OLOAGIVOUG,
Oyl OTLG... ETaQEC.

AxolhovBnoe oLwm], rat EAQVIRG VOGS AToioLog 1)X0S ®ATEXAVOE
T aTLd TG 0B 0 Agoovustev €maipve Pabid avdoa. Kdt dev mij-
youve ®oAd.

«Tuahho €xer ovpuPel;» pwytnoe n Zehéwva, yéovovtag ureootd. Ot
drlol aoaoivol eotiooay ta fAEpUoTd Tovg 0To TEATECL. ‘Ot %L av
elye ovpfet To NEepav NON. Tworti dev 1o elye meEL 0 AQOOVUTEY TO®-
oL O’ eXEVY;

Ta aonuévia pdtia tov Agoovustev €ywvay atodht. «O Mmev oxo-
TOONKE.

H Zeléva yodmmoe ta prodtoo tng rapéxhag me. «Tumodynos»
O Mrmev... 0 Mmev, 0 TdvTo OUoYEAAOTOS 0L000VOG, TTOU TNV E(XE EX-
oudevoer 600 xou o (0Log 0 Agoovusev. O Miev, Tov eiye OLAEEL ®A-
TOTE TO TOAXLOUEVO OEEL TNG K€L O Mmev, to €fdouo nan tehevtalo
UEAog Tov 0TeEVOU ®UnAoU TOv Agoovumev. [Tootov matioel »ald ®o-
A tatordvto. Ta yxetin g Zehéwva amotoafriymray amd ta dSvTia
™. «TLevvoelc... onotwOnxre;»
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H AEIIAA THY ASASINOY 19

O Apoovumev TV ro{ToEe ®ald, not o vroypia 0dVvNg TEQaoe
@evyoréa amd 10 TEAoWTO Tov. ITévte yoovio neyaliteQog Tov
Maev, 0 Agoouvumev elye ueyahwoetl poli tov. Elyov exmondevtel pa-
Cl. O Mmtev elye @ooVTiOEL 1OTE O PIAOS TOV VO RATAOTEL ALOLOPLAO-
viunTog PaotMdg Twv AGOoivemV 1oL TTOTE TOV OEV EIYE OUPLOPNTHOEL
™ durn] Tov BEom wg devtepov ot Lepayia. H Sehéwva Evimoe to
Ao UyyL TNG VO Oy YETOL.

«Kavovird, v amwrootol) ftov va Ty avaidfer o Treéyroou, &i-
7t oryovd 0 Apoovuev. «Agv EEpm yrortt umAéytnxe o Mmtev. "H motog
TOUg TEGOWOE. Bornay 1o TTepa Tov ®oVTd 0TS TUAES TOV RAGTQOU».

«To ttpo Tov To €YeLg;» QWTNOoE emTarTIRA 1 ZeAéwva. "Empeme
oW TOTE VOL TO O€EL... ETQETE VoL TOV OEL Lol TELevTaloL od, Vo
deL g elye meBavel, TOoO YTVTRUOTO EIYOY XOELOLOTEL YLOL VO TOV
ONOTDOOLV.

<Oy», aTAVTNOE O AQOOVUTTEV.

«Ka yratt oy, oe youdto;» O ypoBiég g opiyyovtay »al Ee-
oplyyovrav.

«Emeldn 0 10mog 1itay YeUATog (poouQovg Rol OTQOTLOTES!» TETA-
XTN®E 0 2O, oTTOTE 1) ZeAEva YUQLOE ATATOUN TTEOS TO UEQOCS TOV.
«[lwg povtdaleoot, dNhadt, 6Tl To udbaue ®L eneic;»

Anradn}, 0 Apoovurev giyxe oTelAEL TOV... Zap Vo OEL YLOL TTOLO AO-
vo elyov eEapaviotel 0 Mmev xow o I'rp€yxroot;

«Etol nou molovoe To TTOUO TOU», CUVEYLOE 0 ZaU, QVOUUEVOS
VO ATTOOTEEYEL TO PAEUIOL TOV 0Tt TO dro TG, «BoL ToVg elyope odn-
YROEL ®aTeVOElOY 0TO OYVOO».

«Acoaoivol elote», Tov ayotee n Zeléwva. «Kavovind, moémel va
Polonete TOOTO VO ALTTOUORQUVETE EVOL TTDWUA, YWOLS VO 0O RATAAC-
Bouv».

«Av joovV exel, nL €00 10 (010 BaL elyeg HAVEL.

H Zeléwva éompomEe TV rap€xAa TG TEOS TOL TOM TO0O ATGTO-
e, TTOV TNV YROEULOE. «AV HUOVV €YD enel, B TOVS €lya OROTMOOEL
GAOVGE YLOL VoL TTAQM TO TTTANe TOV Matev!» Bodvtnge Tig ypoOLég g
AV 070 TEATECL TOOVTALOVTOS TOL TOTHQLCL.

O Zap twvdytnre 60010g, £XOVTOG PEQEL TN WA TOAGUTN TAV® 0T
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20 SARAH J. MAAS

Lafn tov Elpovug tov. «Edm rottdte modypota! Mag dratdlelg Aeg
%O XAVELS €00 xovpdvTo oty Adehpdtnta. Oyt andun, ouwg, Ze-
Aéwvor. Kovvnoe to nepdht Tov. <Oyl andun».

«ApneTd!» aypleye 0 AQOOVUTEY, OTTMWS ONRWVOTOY OTTO TNV KO-
€éxha Tov.

H Sehéwva nat o Zop dev vovvibnrav. Kaveic amnd tovg dhiovg
ao0oivoug de piinoe, av nar Shot €Ly yoy g Mo EC TV OTAmV TOVS.
H Zeléwva1iEepe amd mpdto ¥EoL g eEEAIOOOVTAY OL TOOXMUOL OTO
0YVEO" TOL OTTACL, EXTOS OTTO TNV LOPALELL TOV RATOY WYV TOVS, OTOYO
elyov va ammoTEETOUY TV (010l %o TOV Zo Vo xdvouy cofoon tnuid
0 €vag otov dAAOV.

«Eima, apretd!»

"Etou nL €xove 0 Zap wod fiuo weog To HEQOS TS, £TOL KO TO-
Bovoe to Elpog Tou pLa TOiYOL, EXEIVO TO LOYOLEQOL TTOV EIXE ROQUUUEVO
uéoa amd T eouma g Oa EBoLone rawvouvpylo Omudol péoa otov
Ao Tov.

O Apoouvusev RvRONKRE TEWTOC, YOATWOE TO TLYOUVL TOU SO UE
TO €VOL YEQL RO VITOYQEMOE TOV VEAQO AVTQO VAL TOV ROLTAEEL. «ZU-
YROOTHOOV, aAMKS B0 TO ®AV® £YW», novpprovpLoe. «Eloot avontog
av Ppdyveoal yia ®opyd poll g amepes.

H Zehéwva dayribnre now dev amdvtnoe. Tov Zou uuo yood uro-
00V0¢€ va tov BAhel vATm amoPe — 1 ®o 0ToLad|TOTE GAAN VIYTOL.
Av natélnyay vo 1o pnEovy 6mha, exeivn Ba virovoE... TdvTa Virov-
o€ Tov 2.

O Zau, Spme, ToudrEUVE To €L oo T Aafr] Tov Elpoug Tov.
Alyec otryuég aoyodtepa o Agoouvumev TodPnEe 1o xEQL TOV o TO
TEA0WITO TOV o, Opuws dev Eguye amd dimha tov. O Zau elye 10
PAEuO OTQOUUEVO OTO TATWOWCL, £TOL OIS TEOLoV0E VOO0 TEOG
™V ATEVOVTL TAEVEA THS 0liBovoag. ZTaliQmWoEe T WA TOO TOV KU
€yelpe mavm otov TETEWVO toiyo. H Zeléva »u exel Ba prwogovoe va
TOV (PTAOEL — €VA TIVOLYLOL TOV ROAEITOV TNG TAV OLOUETO YLOL VAL ALVOL-
PAvoet aipo 0o To MUY YL TOV.

«ZerEwvay, lmte 0 AQOOVUTIEV RO 1) PMVT] TOV AVTIYNOE OTO FOV-
BS dmudrio.
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H AEIIAA THY ASASINOY 21

Apnreto atpo elye yvOet amope, dev Tovg xoetalotay arndua €vag
VERQOG AOA0(VOC.

O Mmev. [1deL 0 Mmev, fjtav verpog... | Zehéwva de Bo tov ovva-
vTovoe Toté Eova 0tovg dLadououg tov oxveov. Ku exeivog de Oa
NG YLATQEVE TOTE TLOL TOL TEAUNOTA TG Ue TIG dQ00EQEC, emLOEELES
moAdueg Tov, 8¢ Ba g amoomovoe Eavd Eva YEALO UE RATOLO TTEL-
oayua Y €voL TRAVTLRO AVEROOTO.

«Zehéwvar, emavélafe 0 AQOOVUTEY QVOTNQA.

«Tehelmoe», amdavinoe ®oetd 1 Zehéwva. TEvimoe Tov Aauo g
%o TEQOLOE TNV TOAdUN TG avdueod amd ta podhd . Todpnge
OXOTEWVLOOUEVY OTHY TTOQTA, OUMS XOVTOOTAONKE OTO ROTDPAL. «[ Lot
va E€peter, elmte amevBuvouevn og AoV TOUg, eV OUVEYLTE Vo TTa-
ooxolovBel Tov Za, «eYw T0 TTOUC TOV Mmev Ba To pEQW TioM!».
"Evog pug toepudnonge 0to oayovi Tov Zap, oV ®oL QOOVLIA ATTEQUYE
VoL TNV ROLTAEEL. «Opmg unv €xeL ®AVElg 00S TNV ATA{TNON VO OOC
VOLOLOTM TO (dL0 STy €00€EL 1) DO COC».

Ko @ avtd to Adyra Evave emitdmou HeToforn ®i avEPnre TNV eAL-
%O€LON ORALO TOV RATEANYE OTO ARYOVILRG OO TAVW. AERATEVTE
AemtTd ayOTEQQ, ®OVElS deV emuyelpnOE Vo TV euTtodioeL, dtov did-
Pyxe v eEdmooTa now xaONxre oTOVS EONUOVS dEOUOVS TNG TOANG.
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TO XTYIMHMA MIAXZ AEIIAAX.
H TENNHXZH ENOX OPYAOY.

Yehéiva Zapvtobiev eival n nAéov diaféntn acacivog ot

oAokAnpo to Paocikeio. Mapdt evepyei yia Aoyapiacpd
¢ navioxupng AdeAotntag twv Acacivey Kal Tou unxavop-
pAgou ny£tn tng, Tou Apooupney XepeN, n Zeléiva de okUBel
TO KEQPANI OE KAVEVAY, EVG EPNICTOOUVN EXEI HOVO OTOV XAy,
eniong acacivo. Opwg, étav o Apooupney tng avabétel ano-
OTOAEG Nou TNV odnyouy and PHAkPIVA apxIneAAayn o€ epialti-
KEG epripoug, N ZeAéiva anogaoilel va avaldPel npwtofoulieg
nou &egpelyouy and tig emBupieg Tou apxnyou tng kai kata-
Afyel va appiofntrioel akdépa kai Tty niotn tng o’ autdv.

Av O€Ael kdnoia otiypn va Eepuyel and Tov acPuKTIKO
€\eyyo tou Apooupney, n ZeAéiva Ba xpeiaotei va epnicteutei
andAuta to puald kai t Aenida tng, yvwpidovtag o, av ano-
TUxel, Oa xdoel ox1 pévo tnv eukaipia tng yia eAeubepia, allG
kal tnv idia tng tn {wn.

AutrA n culMoyR NéVie IGTOPIRY, NOU NPONYOUVTAl XPOVIKA
tou N'YAAINOY ©PONOQY, npoo®Eépel pia povadikn patid oto
napeN8ov authg tng navé€unvng acacivou Kal ToU HAyeuTIKoU
-40o0 kal Bavdcipgou— kdopOoU TNG.

ITEPIZZOTEPA AIIO 25 EKAT. ANTITYIIA ITATKOXMIQZ.
EXEI METAOPAXTEI XE 38 TAQYXXEX

AN 14 eTwv
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